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We hope that this greeting finds you all happy,  
healthy, and prosperous! Once again, another year has 
flown by with many things competing for our 
attention. 2016 has been a year of milestones—for all 
four of us. 

Mary Beth
Turned 60 in April

Mary Beth continues to work full time at Hillary 
House National Historic Site in Aurora, which is 
owned and operated by The Aurora Historical Society.

 This year, she worked on a variety of projects 
such as coordinating the waterproofing of two 
basements, and publishing a book! The former curator, 
Jacqueline Stuart, wrote a captivating book 
documenting some of the interesting byways of 
Aurora’s history. Mary Beth coordinated the many 
facets of its production.

Richard made this celebratory video for Mary 
Beth’s birthday: https://vimeo.com/160945960 

Here is Mary Beth at one of the high points of 
our November trip: San Diego Zoo Safari Park 
(formerly Wild Animal Park) feeding not one but two 
giraffes! Zebras are from Hearst Castle.

Michael (Mike)
Joined the Canadian Forces Reserves

On September 28th, Michael was sworn into the 
Canadian Forces Reserves. He showed persistence and 
chipped away at every obstacle that appeared. His laser 
eye surgery last summer apparently removed the last major
obstacle. Thanks to Megan for the photographs.

Michael continues working towards his BSc in 
criminology and has been making good progress. He 
worked both during the school year and the summer for a 
major security firm. During the Canada Day festivities on 
Parliament Hill, he managed to get soaked in the rain! 
He also volunteered for the campus Foot Patrol.

Richard
Turned 65 in October

While Richard still enjoys his work, he is 
slowing down a bit but is still taking on projects—
most of which seem to take longer than expected. 

Richard continues to volunteer at Hillary 
House/AHS supporting the computer systems and 
often optimizes photos for publications, including 
Jacqueline Stuart’s book. 

On February 15th,
Richard had the opportunity
to visit the Kent State
Museum/Memorial for the
four students killed during a
protest against the Vietnam
War on May 4, 1970. It was
painful in 1970 and it was
painful in 2016.

Richard, Sammy, John, Robert, and Mary Beth
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Robert
Bachelor of Music–Honors Music Education–June

Started Masters of Music–Sax Performance–August
After working hard for four years at Western 

University in London Ontario, Robert was awarded his
Honors diploma.
Many thanks to
Bobbi Thompson,
his primary
saxophone mentor,
for her encouraging
Robert to continue
his music
performance
education.

Robert applied to five music programs. In 
February, Robert and Richard made a trip to Oakland 
University in Michigan, Kent State University in Ohio,
and Wichita State University in Kansas for auditions. 
He was accepted at these three and one other. He chose
Wichita State because it seemed that he and Dr. 
Geoffrey Deibel “clicked.” 

During the audition, Dr. Deibel encouraged 
Robert to attend The Cortona Sessions in Italy in late 
June and early July. This is a meeting of upcoming 
composers and performers of new music, and Robert 
premiered seven pieces. More information is here: 
https://issuu.com/cortonasessions/docs/2016_cortona_program 
Robert is listed on pages 36, 37, 40, 41, 44, and 53 
(his bio).

Robert worked the remainder of the summer at 
Hillary House which included scanning several 
thousand images using our scanning equipment. 

On Sunday, August 14th,  Robert and our 2011 
Hyundai Santa Fe left for Wichita, Kansas. They are 
both back here now for Christmas. Robert and 
Sammy have been carrying on a long-distance 
romance, and they are thrilled to be together again.

Mary Beth and Richard
This spring was very musical for Mary Beth and 

Richard. We saw Judy Collins at Hugh’s Room in Toronto,
attended two of Robert’s concerts in London, and saw Joan
Baez in Buffalo on Easter Saturday in an old converted 
church. On Easter Sunday we celebrated at the grand old 
Trinity Episcopal Church on Delaware Avenue with music 
led by Krista Seddon, a well-known pianist. 

During the second week of May, Mary Beth and 
Richard went to the Association of Recorded Sound 
Collections (ARSC) conference in Bloomington, Indiana. 
It was held at Indiana University. Richard presented a 
paper on the details of adjusting analog audio tape head 
azimuth for optimum reproduction. We split the driving, 
making the 600-mile drive in one day each way in our 
2001 Suburban. 

Mary Beth’s brother John, who now lives in Nova 
Scotia, visited with us from June 16th through July 1st. He
was able to join us for Robert’s graduation. John took Italo
back to Nova Scotia. We had Italo with us for exactly a 
year. We miss him, but don’t miss the extra work and 
responsibility.

Mary Beth and Richard drove to Sarnia on July 1st 
for a short visit to watch the Canada Day fireworks over 

the St. Claire River with Mary Beht’s cousin Cathie 
and part of her extended family. 

Michael briefly returned to Aurora in July so
the four of us could make a whirlwind trip to 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to visit Jay. She is 
looking amazing for 97!

We purchased a dark blue 2012 GMC Acadia
which offers flexibility and comfort for travel as 
well as AWD for the winter. 

Our house needed a new roof, so that was 
done as well.

On Halloween, Mary Beth and Richard flew 
to Los Angeles and spent 18 days touring 
California, returning from San Francisco. We met 
up with a number of good friends and returned to 
many of our favourite places, including Dana 
Point, Burbank, Glendale, Los Angeles, Joshua 
Tree, Sequoia/Kings Canyon, Yosemite, Cambria, 
Ventana Inn (for lunch), Pebble Beach (image 
below), Monterey, and San Francisco.

We hope that you all enjoy your holidays, 
and we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
2017 with all our love.

Mary Beth, Richard, Robert, & Michael
richard@richardhess.com

www.richardhess.com
(647) 479-2800


